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Provision of Social Services to the Needy
Research Topic: Provision of Social Services to the Needy
The research topic focuses on various public services like free food that is provided by the government and profit and non-profit institutions to support the needy in society. The key concepts in this research topic include social services and the needy. 
Annotation
Fong, K., Wright, R. A., & Wimer, C. (2016). The cost of free assistance: Why low-income individuals do not access food pantries. J. Soc. & Soc. Welfare, 43, 71. 
The article discusses various reasons why low-income earners in America do not subscribe to non-governmental free food assistance despite the fact that such programs cost a lot of money yearly. Food insecurity is a challenge in the U.S. because most households face difficulties in getting food for all family members due to the insufficiency of resources. The estimated rate of food insecurity between 2007 and 2012 was 30%. The main objective of food assistance programs is to eliminate hunger and food insecurity. Apart from government initiatives, non-profit institutions are in the frontline of providing food to the needy in society. Non-profit organization are involved in local food pantries and distribute food to various places lie churches and community centers. Such kind of assistance is very crucial to low income earners who struggles to get this basic need. The article is relevant for the research because it explains various reasons why food pantries have less number of clients. It is also important because it provides data based on interviews conducted in San Francisco in relation to access of food pantries. The authors of this article are Kelly Fong of the Department of Sociology at Harvard University, who holds degrees in B.A., American Studies, and History. Rachel Wright is a senior director at Sacred Heart Community Service. She has a Ph.D. in Sociology from Stanford University. Christopher Wimer is a senior research scientist at the Columbia Population Research Center. The publisher of this article is Western Michigan University. The university is acknowledged for its effort in public research hence termed as the best institution. 
Nicoll, K. L. (2015). Why do eligible households not participate in public anti-poverty programs?: A review. Journal of Poverty, 19(4), 445-465.
The article explores various reasons why eligible households fail to participate in social welfare programs in American society. The article also describes programs like temporary assistance for needy families and nutrition assistance programs as a way of understanding the aspect of participation and nonparticipation. The main goal of the U.S. antipoverty programs is to support people who experience either relative or absolute poverty. The rate at which eligible households participate in public anti-poverty programs ranges between 90% and 40%. Some of the factors that affect the rate of participation of these households include program factors, household factors, and macro-cultural aspects. Program factors consist of issues like transaction costs and the number of benefits received. For instance, an increase in benefits has increased the rates at which eligible households participate in antipoverty programs in America. An increase in the cost of the transaction has also reduced the participation rates since a lot is required for documentation and reporting purposes. The article is relevant for this research topic because it emphasizes anti-poverty programs that consist of food, among other services, as well as participation rates hence crucial for this project. The author, Nicoll, Kerri Leyda, is an associate professor of social work at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. The publisher of this article is Taylor and Francis Group. The publisher is an international institution that publishes academic journals and books.
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